
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

Thank you for being with us for our first virtual worship service of 2021! 
 

Farringdon Church 

287 Mount Pleasant Road, Brantford, Ontario N3T 1V2 
519 759-2495                       www.farringdonchurch.ca   

 

Minister: Rev. Wes Coburn 
Co-Ordinator of Youth & Family Ministries: Mrs. Katelyn Hines 

 Organist and Music Director: Mr. Derek Tiller 
Administrative Coordinator: Margot Brown 

Sexton: Mrs. Annett Holyomes 
CCLI# 11085659 

 

Sunday, January 3, 2021                                                        
“God is our hope and strength: a very present help in trouble.” – Psalm 46:1          

 

Pray: 

Heavenly Father, You know the beginning from the end.                                                 
You ordain all things to work out for our good.                                                                      
Even in the changes and stresses this pandemic  
has forced upon us, we take heart  
because Jesus has overcome the world.                                               
Help us to draw strength from You,                                                                                      
help us to choose to make this New Year a year of conquering!                                  
Knowing that You never fail us nor forsake us.                                                            
God, you are our hope!                                                                                                 
This can be the year we enjoy most,  
because we choose to enjoy You the most.  Amen. 

 

Read:  Jeremiah  29:4-14 
 

4 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all 
those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:                                                                                                                             
5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce.  
6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons 
and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have 
sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease.                                                                                                                             

http://www.farringdonchurch.ca/


 

7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have 
carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it 
prospers, you too will prosper.”                           
8 Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 
“Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do 
not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have.                                                                                           
9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent 
them,” declares the LORD. 
10 This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are 
completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good 
promise to bring you back to this place.                       
11 For surely I know the plans I have for you says the Lord, plans 
for your welfare and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future                                                        
12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will 
listen to you.  
13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart.  
14 I will be found by you, “declares the LORD, “and will bring you 
back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and 
places where I have banished you,” declares the LORD, “and will 
bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 

 

 Hymn: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYaJ1CYbn1c 
 

God of Grace and God of Glory 
1         God of grace and God of glory, On Thy people pour Thy power. 

   Crown Thine ancient church’s story,  
   Bring her bud to glorious flower. 

           Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
           For the facing of this hour, For the facing of this hour. 
 

2        Lo! the hosts of evil ’round us, Scorn your Christ, assail his ways!  
          Fears and doubts too long have bound us,  
          Free our hearts to work and praise. 
         Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
         For the living of these days, For the living of these days. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYaJ1CYbn1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYaJ1CYbn1c


 

3          Heal your children’s warring madness,  
            bend our pride to Your control;                   
           Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,  
           rich in things and poor in soul.                      
           Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,                                                                            
           Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,  
           lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 
 

4       Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;                                               
         Let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore.                                                  
        Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,                                                                     
        Serving you whom we adore, serving you whom we adore. 
 

Read: Luke 11:5-13 
 

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to 
him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;  
6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to 
offer him.                                                               
7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is 
already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and 
give you anything.                           
8  I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread 
because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will 
surely get up and give you as much as you need. 
9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  
10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to 
the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake instead?  
12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  
13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 

 

 

 



 

Message:  By Rev. Wes Coburn 

  Living At Our Best                                                                                                                                               

(When Things Are at Their Worst!) 
Jeremiah 29:4 -14 
 

The year “2020” proved to be a very chaotic and destructive year – our 
world had no idea of the battle that would be fought against a tiny 
coronavirus molecule.  So as the world entered this New Year “2021”  
– the consensus seemed to be:  “Good Riddance to 2020”!   
 

You see, our sense of who we are, our sense of security, well-being, and 
that which gives meaning to life is determined by the place we are in, the 
people we are with, and the daily routines/activities that we enjoy.  When 
those things change abruptly and significantly, we are left feeling insecure 
and stressed.   
 

Take as an example: the couple who have been married for 50 years – they 
enjoy this sense of wellbeing; they know who they are – the wife of… the 
husband of… the parents/grandparents of…   Life has been secure, full of 
meaning and purpose, full of family and the many blessings that come from 
family.  Then suddenly, their spouse of 50 years dies, - they are now so 
alone, where do they find meaning and purpose now that everything has 
changed? 
 

Our text from Jeremiah 29 speaks to a life that has been filled with chaos 
and confusion.  Israel, the people of God, have been captured and taken 
into exile by the Babylonians. Think about it, exile meant being uprooted 
from the place where you were born, taken from your home – the land which 
had been given as a gift from God.  Home was where your identity was 
formed!  But now, taken some 700 hundred miles across the Eastern Desert 
into a land that was so strange: the language so incomprehensible, the 
weather so different, the many faces around them unrecognizable, and all 
the familiar landmarks were gone.  Could life get any worse?  Anybody 
listening, knows what that is like? 
 

I know that many can relate to a sense of “exile”.  Oh, not in the same 
violent or extreme way that 6th Century B.C. Israel experienced it, but this 
inner experience of exile can take place even if we never moved from the 
street where we have lived most of our life.  



 

For example, have you ever heard the wails from some of the children 
entering kindergarten on their first day of school – feeling exiled from the 
safety of home into the unknown world of a classroom?  Or, the place you 
went to work every day of your life for the past 25 years, just announced 
that it is closing and moving to another city – what do I do now?  My 
financial security and all that it provided is gone!  Or, one’s health takes a 
sudden change and suddenly there is chemotherapy to be managed and 
the future seems so uncertain.   
 

What Israel experienced was but a dramatic form of what we all experience 
simply by being alive in this world – there will be seasons when we 
experience a kind of “exile”.  We will feel like life is “out of sync”, our sense 
of self-worth is diminished, perhaps our sense of identity is at risk (Who am 
I? Where do I fit?)  The essential meaning of exile is this: I am not where I 
want to be!  
 

For some people it was an accident, an illness, a disaster, a divorce, a 
pandemic… and they were left with the realization that this world is not 
predictable!   
 

I Seasons of Exile Demand a Response  
 

God’s people “in exile”, which translates into “being where you don’t want to 
be, with people you don’t want to be with, in circumstances that are very 
stressful” – what is your response going to be? 
 

i.   Listen to false voices of authority/prophets – vss. 8-9 In difficult, stressful 
times, we can choose to live in self-pity, cataloguing all the problems and 
giving our attention to those voices that feed our self-pity.   
The religious leaders among those in exile were making a good living by 
calling attention to the unfairness of the situation, they claimed that they had 
God-given dreams that revealed the exile would soon be over and they 
would soon be back in Jerusalem.  And since they would be going home 
soon, there was no need to look for a job, to plant gardens, to bother getting  
to know your neighbour – because, we would soon be going home.                     
 

This response to the season of exile resulted in a people who lived life only 
on the surface, lived with indifference to their neighbour, and lived lives full 
of self-pity. 
 



 

ii. There is another response to consider as instructed by God’s prophet 
Jeremiah living back in Jerusalem.  He writes a letter to those in exile as 
instructed by the Spirit of God.  Read vss. 4-7 “Build houses people”, this is 
not some camping trip – this is your home – make yourselves a home!   
Listen to the wisdom of God who cares about his people, loves His people 
even during a time of exile.   
 

God, through Jeremiah, is saying, what you are experiencing now might not      
be your favourite place, but you must choose to make it the best 
environment for living that you can, right here in the place of exile, the place 
of disappointment, the place where you feel so vulnerable.                                                                                                       
 

Do you hear what God is saying to all who might feel they are living life in a 
type of exile?  God wants you to know that your life, right now, wherever you 
are, whatever you are experiencing is as valuable as when you were back in 
Jerusalem, and every bit as valuable as it will be when you get back to 
Jerusalem some day!   
 

The circumstances you are in right now might not be your choice, but you 
are going to have to choose whether to live poorly or live at your best. 
 

“Plant gardens and eat the produce” – become a productive part of the 
economy in this place. 
 

Take wives and have sons and daughters – enter into responsible 
relationships with these people – they are not beneath you nor above you. 
How can we be the people God wants us to be if we keep ourselves aloof 
from our neighbours.  As people of faith, we are called to develop 
relationships of trust, love, and understanding with those around us.   
 

“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you 
Into exile”.  Be a channel of God’s transforming love to those around you. 
Wherever God has placed you, throw yourself into being the best citizen you 
can be, not based on the values of others, but on God’s values.   
 

II.       Exile is the Worst that Reveals the Best – vss. 11-14 
God’s Word is teaching the person of faith that our aim is not to be as 
comfortable as possible in our living, but to live as deeply and as fully as the 
people of God.   
 



 

That is, face the reality of life head on, and discover new truths, create 
beauty wherever you are, and act out love.   
 

Listen folks, the only place where you have to be fully human – that is be 
God’s holy man/holy woman – is where you are right now!  God wants his 
people of every age, in every “exile” experience of life, to come to the 
understanding that more important than the struggles of this place, the 
economies of this place, the neighbours in this place, is the God of this 
place.   
 

God is here with you, whatever your circumstances.  His Presence 
Makes all the difference.  And it is just as possible to live out the will of God 
here in exile as it is in any place.   
 

Will we live life on the basis of what we don’t have, or on what we 
have? When we choose to live close to God and in His love then we 
discover marvelous blessings right in the place where we least expect 
them.    
 

vs.11 When they thought they had lost everything of importance, they found 
what was truly important – they found God in a new and wonderful 
relationship! 
 

Have you been feeling pushed to the end of your resources, feeling 
overwhelmed by disappointments in life, sudden losses, threatening 
circumstances?  Right there, in the midst of it all, God is to be found in a 
new and fuller experience.  
  

vss. 13 – 14 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart.  I will be found by you, declares the Lord, and will bring 
you back from captivity. 
 

Hymn https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-HwVboqmb8 
 

Sheltered in the Arms of God (Dottie Rambo) 
 

1             I feel the touch of hands so kind and tender 
              They're leading me in paths that I must trod 
              I'll have no fear 'cause Jesus walks beside me 
              For I'm sheltered in the arms of God 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-HwVboqmb8


 

Chorus: So let the storms rage high 
             The dark clouds rise 
             They won't worry me 
             For I'm sheltered safe within the arms of God 
             He walks with me 
            And naught of earth shall harm me 
           For I'm sheltered in the arms of God 
 

2        Soon I shall hear the call from Heaven's portals 
         "Come home, my child, it's the last mile you must trod." 

  I'll fall asleep and wake in God's new heaven                                                                                      
Sheltered safe within the arms of God 

 

Pray: 

Father, may the peace that surpasses all understanding  
be with us as we move forward into this New Year.  
Help us to make a difference in the world this new week.  
Let our words and actions align with your word and not be muted 
by fear of events around us.    
Help us to practice what we have learned from Your Word today. 
Bless us as we live through the changing seasons of life  
and help us to be a blessing to everyone that we meet  
and interact with.  
Help us never to forget that you’re with us always.  
In Jesus’ name, we believe and pray, Amen.  

 

Thank you to Rev. Wes Coburn for preparing our virtual worship service  

for today 
 

News and Announcements 
 

❖ Virtual, on-line Worship Service for Sunday January 3, 2021  

Meetings and Events this week – January 3 - 9, 2021   
                                 

All midweek children and youth programming is online once again. 

Kid's Club online meets     Tuesdays 6:00-6:45p.m. 

Youth Group online meets     Thursdays7:00-8:00p.m. 

Katelyn can be contacted for further information regarding ages, content and 

zoom links and passwords!   



 

Some of you may have heard that Jean MacDonald, unfortunately experienced 

a serious fire at her home this past week. Jean is safe and well but her home 

sustained severe damage. She currently has temporary accommodations and is 

being assisted by her family. It may be several months before she is able to 

return home. Please keep Jean in your prayers but please refrain from phone 

calls as she is overwhelmed with calls at this time. 

 

Thank you to Farringdon for the beautiful flowers sent to me for 
the recent passing of my brother. Your thoughtfulness is deeply appreciated. 

Wayne Watson 
         

DIMES FOR ETHAN – For the past few years, our congregation has 

been collecting dimes to contribute to Ethan Golden, a young man who is 

raising funds for Juvenile Arthritis Awareness. We normally invite Ethan in 

the spring to present our donations. Due to the church closure we were unable 

to do so this year. We hope to set up a date in the spring to bring Ethan back. 

This is a reminder to please continue to collect your dimes until then! 

Church Offerings 
Offering Envelopes for 2021 have arrived and are in the Narthex to be 
picked up.  Your name is on your box of envelopes. Your envelope number 
may be different than last year. If you are not attending Church services 
currently, please come to the Church during office hours to pick up your 
offering envelopes. If you have not had offering envelopes before but would 
like to be assigned a box for the 2021 year, please contact Margot at the 
church office now so your name can be put on the list.  

If you have been thinking about providing your Church offering by PAR (Pre-
Authorized Remittance) but would like more information about how it works, 
please pick up a PAR brochure in the Narthex. Let Margot in the Church 
office know if you would like to provide your offering in this convenient way. 



 

Celebrating Anniversaries in January 

 
23 - Rebecca & John Dumais 

  

Happy Birthday ! 

     
Celebrating Birthdays in January 

3 - Scott Sangster  4 - Angela Stubbert-Beaton             5 - Pat Trevor  

 9 - John Rattee  13 - Peter Wright  & Derek Tiller 15 - Michelle Petrella 

16 - Richard Carter           19 - Nathan Spragg                21 - Marion MacDonald 

    23 - James Locke   29 - Khloe Jackson          31 - Karen Thompson  

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries - Do we Have Yours? 

If your birthday, family members’ birthdays and/or anniversaries are not in our 

newsletters or bulletin and you would like them to be, please make sure we have 

them. We know from the list we have that many are missing. We don’t print the year 

😊 Please provide the dates to Margot in the Church Office. 
 

Farringdon Next Week 

❖ Virtual, on-line Worship Service for Sunday January 10, 2021 
 

❖ Meetings and events this week – January 10 - 16, 2021 

 

All midweek children and youth programming is online once again. 

Kid's Club online meets      Tuesdays 6:00-6:45p.m. 

Youth Group online meets     Thursdays7:00-8:00p.m. 

Katelyn can be contacted for further information regarding ages, content 

and zoom links and passwords! 
 

Virtual Advisory Board meeting  Wed. Jan. 13, 2021 

 
             



 

Farringdon Church regular office hours  
            Monday                ~ Closed ~ 

                          Tuesday     9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
                          Wednesday         9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
                          Thursday                   9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
                          Friday          9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 

Office: 519 759-2495  

If calling after hours, please leave a message and your call will be returned the 

next business day. Rev. Mike can be contacted on his cell phone when the office 

is closed at 1-226-339-4340 

 

For any Bulletin News or Announcements please contact Margot at the Church Office by Thursday mornings  at:  
secretary@farringdonchurch.com  or 519 759-2495  
 

 
Website Address 

Check out the Farringdon website for all updates and information. Our website address 
is www.farringdonchurch.ca. To access Member’s content, you need to register at 
the new site. You will receive a temporary password via email which can be changed 
when you log in.  


